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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To prevent image formation under a condition where a wrong develop 
ing 

agent is used, by detecting and displaying the kind of the developing agent 
contained in a developing agent container. 

CONSTITUTION: A developing agent container (toner cartridge) 22 is mounted on 
the toner carrying section 18 of a printer main body 21 under a removable 
condition. Magnets 52a∼52d are respectively provided at four different 
locations of the side face of the housing 31 of the toner cartridge 22 and four 
reed switches 53a∼53d are arranged at four different locations on the 
printer main body 21 side so that the switches 53a∼53d can face the magnets 
52a∼52d. The locations of the magnets 52a∼52d of the toner cartridge 
22 are made to correspond to the color of the toner T and the color of the 
toner of the cartridge 22 is discriminated from detected results. The 
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discriminated results are displayed in a toner kind displaying section 17b on 
an operation panel 30. 
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